
W
hat do you get when you mix 
used batteries, old magazines, 
cotton candy, a Spiderman 
slide and three schools-worth 

of  super-excited “go green” kids?
A Greening Youth Foundation Earth Day 

Fun Festival, of  course!
The second annual GYF festival on 

April 17 plays host to hundreds of  kids who 
descend on Gwinnett County’s Brookwood 
Elementary School looking to recycle and 
have some good, clean, green fun to celebrate 
Earth Day. Participants were encouraged to 
bring recyclables—paper, plastics, electronics, 
sneakers and more—in exchange for tickets to 
ride and play in GYF’s “green” park, full of  
giant bounce machines and slides, mazes, and a 
bevy of games designed to boost the fun factor. 
And three schools—Craig and Brookwood 
elementary and Crews middle—will show off  
their recycled creations in a recyclable parade, 
plus wow participants with choral singing and 
a puppet show.

And while the children play—and enjoy a 
literal cornucopia of yummy kid treats, including 

This has been an exciting quarter! Lots 
of discussions, legislation and laws 
are being passed to address the issue 
Richard Louv coined as “nature deficit 
disorder”—the increasing gap forming 
between children and their connection to 
the outdoors.

In March, Congress passed major 
legislation supporting youth service 
and employment on public lands 
that provides on-the-job training and 
education for young people, especially 
those from underserved communities. 
The Obama Administration is also 
attempting to address the issue through 
its conference on April 16, which focuses 
on America’s Great Outdoors. Greening 
Youth Foundation has been invited to the 
event to discuss some of the challenges 
grass-roots conservation organizations 
are facing.

The Greening Youth Foundation team 
is excited to be working at the core 
of efforts to ensure that students are 
connected to the outdoors. We do it 
through our Public School Initiative and 
our Youth 
Conservation 
Corps, which 
exposes 
students to 
conservation 
careers. The 
Public School 
Initiative 
engages 
K-12 students 
from the 
Metro-Atlanta 
area. GYF’s 
Public School 
Initiative is 
currently 
operational in 10 schools for the 2009-
2010 school year. GYF—never afraid to 
be bold—will engage 20 schools for the 
2010-2011 school year! This means we will 
be connecting with over 10,000 students 
who may not have had any exposure to 
public lands or knowledge of the integral 
role that they have as stewards!

As you will read inside, through 
our partnership with the National 
Park Service, GYF’s Youth Corps is 
connecting youth and young adults with 
national parks throughout the Southeast 
and Intermountain Regions. We are so 
excited about our Colorado project! 
Through GYF’s service projects, young 
adults are given opportunities to fulfill 
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What Would Dr. Martin Luther  
King Jr. Do About the Environment?

 
It sounds like a simple enough question: “If 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. were alive today, 
how would he approach current environmental 
issues?” 

Well, the Greening Youth Foundation is 
hoping that simple question sparks a surge 
of creativity in Atlanta-area students. GYF is 
coordinating a contest to see which students 
can come up with the best answer to that 
query. And to help inspire the students, GYF 
is launching a partnership effort that will bring 
nearly two hundred students to the place 
where such answers can be found: the Martin 
Luther King Jr. National Historic Site in Atlanta, 
a unit of the National Park Service.

Young people from the Atlanta Job Corps, 
the Boys & Girls Club of Metro Atlanta, the Girl 
Scouts Club of Metro Atlanta, and the Atlanta 
and Dekalb public school systems have been 
converging on the King Historic Site. This 
program was made possible by a grant from 
the National Park Foundation. 

MLK Historic Site Superintendent Judy 
Forte said she is eager to hear from the young 
people. “I’m excited about this program 
because it gives the National Park Service an 
opportunity to hear from our youth on how we 
can help build a clean environment and how 
we can inspire them for a new era of service to 
our country,” she said. 

Awards will be given during a public 
ceremony at the King Historic Site on May 7, 

2010, from 11AM to 12:30PM.

Marchers at the 2009 
Earth Day festival
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With each passing month, the 
number of  young people that 
Greening Youth Foundation sends 

out to work in important internships continues 
to grow. The internship program is central to 
GYF’s efforts to introduce young people to 
careers in conservation—one of  the major 
reasons why GYF was founded in the first place.

While GYF has met its share of  challenges over 
the past year in convincing park superintendents 

to expand their pool of  potential internship 
candidates, GYF officials are just starting to see 
their hard work and persistence pay off.

“Since one of  the reasons why we got into 
this environmental movement was to see more 
young people of  color exposed to these new 
careers, we are excited that we can finally say 
we are making progress in this area,” said James 
Ezeilo, GYF Operations Director.

GYF is utilizing a program created by 
U.S. Department of  the Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar to put young 
people to work. Called the Youth 
Internship Program (YIP), the 
initiative is part of  the 21st Century 
Youth Conservation Corps and 
is intended to energize youth 
involvement with public lands and 
create more informed citizens and 
stewards of  those lands.

The YIP is designed to use 
internships to introduce young 
people between the ages of  15-25 
to career opportunities in various 
careers related to the National Park 
Service, which is a division of  the 
Department of  the Interior. The 

program is designed to reach students early 
in their career decision-making process, and 
to involve these students in real, intellectually 
challenging assignments that allow them to 
work side-by-side with park staff  on projects in 
resource protection, research, visitor experience 
and other occupations at NPS sites. 

GYF has been selected by the National Park 
Service Southeast Regional office to recruit, 
train and manage the placement of  students 
at Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical 
Site in Atlanta and Everglades National Park in 
Florida for six-month terms.

GYF will also place students at Atlanta’s 
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Site 
and Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
in Georgia as part of  the National Park 
Foundation’s Junior Ranger Program. As part 
of  the Junior Ranger program, students will 
serve as park conservation/cultural instructors 
for day camp students during the summer. The 
day camp will run for three weeks and is offered 
to children within the metro Atlanta area.

GYF is also overseeing the implementation 
of  an innovative internship program at National 
Park Service sites in Colorado. (see story on 
opposite page) 

Greening Youth Foundation 
is now spreading its reach 
to colleges and universities 

across America. Through a new 
partnership with a group called 
Community Collaborations Inter-
national, GYF has been organizing 
crucial environmental projects in and 
around Atlanta with students from 
such schools as Drexel University, 
Illinois Wesleyan University and 
Spelman College.

CCI offers volunteers the oppor-
tunity to work on vital community 
service projects in the United States 
and abroad for short, concentrated 
time periods. The group’s motto is 
“placing volunteers where they are 
needed most.” CCI projects include 

hurricane relief  in Texas, flood relief  in Georgia 
and sea turtle rescue in Costa Rica. The students 
pay hundreds of  dollars to be part of  the 
volunteer groups.

In March, GYF brought CCI students 
to a community called Peoplestown, near 
Atlanta’s Turner Field. Supervised by GYF’s 
Green Corps members, the CCI students, 
who were from Illinois Wesleyan University 
in Bloomington, Illinois, planted 62 trees in 
Peoplestown in conjunction with the non-profit 
group Trees Atlanta.

On another weekend, twelve CCI students 
from Philadelphia’s Drexel University worked 
all day at the Martin Luther King Jr. National 
Historic Site, beautifying the grounds with pine 
bark and pine straw and even squeezing in time 
for a tour of  MLK’s birth home.

After 40 CCI students from Centre College 

GYF’s Internship Program Makes Great Strides
Placing interns is at the heart of GYF’s mission

GYF Spreads Its Wings
Reaching out to colleges across America

GYF interns plant trees

CCI volunteers work at the King site
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With a ground-breaking internship in 
Colorado, Greening Youth Foundation is 
helping the federal government do something 
that’s never been tried by a federal agency: 
To take young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and train them in life skills, 
conservation, public land preservation and 
history—all with the intent of  molding a new 
generation of  career environmentalists.

If  this pilot program is successful, it will 
establish an innovative method for the federal 

government’s Department of  
the Interior to reach into diverse 
communities and introduce 
young people to one of  the 
nation’s fastest-growing new 
career tracks. Greening Youth 
Foundation worked with four 
community organizations 
in the Denver area to recruit 
and interview candidates with 
the purpose of  selecting six 
African-American and Native-
American youngsters. Once 
they are trained in such areas 
as auditing, retrofitting and 
sustainability, the interns will 

work at three different National Park Service 
sites in Colorado. 

Starting in late April, the selected 
candidates—three young men and three young 
ladies—will receive four weeks of  training by 
Ayinde Sommers, GYF’s Senior Director of  
Programs and Training. In addition to being 
molded into environmentalists, the students 
also will be taught important life skills, such 
as sustainable habits/practices and better food 

choices. During their training, the interns will 
live together at a National Park site in Colorado. 
To document the entire process, GYF will ask 
the interns to write blogs and do regular video 
logs. GYF is even in the process of  turning their 
experience into an Internet-based reality show.

“Each of  them will have a unique story to 
tell,” said James Ezeilo, GYF Operations 
Director. “We want to capture their story from 
the beginning, seeing what their awareness is 
when they start and then at the end, asking 
them ‘What have you learned? How have you 
changed?’”

Ezeilo said it is crucial that they choose 
youngsters with the right mindset to make it 
through the pilot program. “We are looking 
for young people who are self-motivated, who 
are looking to make a difference in their lives 
and invest themselves in this project,” he said. 
“We need for them to have the right mental and 
physical balance, to be strong enough to carry 
equipment and work 8 or 9 hours days and not 
quit after two weeks.”

The interns also will undergo psychological 
screening, federal background checks and 
regular drug testing.

in Kentucky worked at Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area, Dave Thomas, the 
park’s Director of  Volunteer Services, told GYF 
that they were some of  the hardest workers he’s 
ever seen at Chattahoochee.

Angelou Ezeilo, GYF Executive Director, 
said GYF’s partnership with CCI will soon 
extend to the stricken nation of  Haiti. Starting 
July 1st, CCI student volunteers, faith based 
groups, and Youth Corps can be sent to 
Haiti to do earthquake relief  and also to help 
establish a permanent environmental center 
and volunteer village called Green Leaves 
Volunteer Village—the brainchild of  Nadine 
Patrice, whose Operation Green Leaves is based 
in Miami—about 40 minutes outside Port au 
Prince. CCI will amass the student volunteers 
while GYF does outreach and vital orientation 
for the students and community groups before 
they go down to Haiti.  Operation Green 
Leaves will connect Haitians to the initiative 
by providing them much-needed jobs working 
with volunteers and helping erect a sustainable 

environmental center for Haiti.
“The plan is at the end of  three years, when 

the volunteer village is phased out, Haitians will 
have a permanent environmental center where 

reforestation and  alternative energy methods 
will be cultivated,” Ezeilo said. “This is not just 
a short-term fix. It’s a long-term solution to help 
with the sustainability of  Port au Prince.”

GYF Breaks Ground in Colorado 
Unique internship program to create new environmentalists

Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado

CCI volunteers learn how to plant a tree
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Greening Youth Foundation
427 Moreland Avenue, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30307

Mailing Address:  
PO Box 5497
Atlanta, GA 31107

GREENING YOUTH FOUNDATION STAFF

Angelou Ezeilo, Executive Director 
James Ezeilo, Operations Director 
Ruth Kitchen, Education Director 
Michael Fynn, LEED AP ® Technical Director 
Nick Chiles, Director of Communications 
Nate Hunter, Director of Strategic Planning 
Ade Oguntoye, Director of Partnerships and Community Outreach 
Ayinde Summers, Senior Director of Programs and Training 
Stephen Chukumba, Project Manager and  
Director of Social Media and Online Activity 
Sauda Jackson, Youth Programs Manager 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Richard M. Tucker, Associate Georgia State Director, 
The Trust for Public Land (Chairman) 
Denene Millner,  Author/Columnist  (Secretary) 
Christa Sanders, Associate Director of the New York University 
in Ghana International program 
Al Edwards, Managing Partner, C.E.R.M. 
A. Anthony Gee, Managing Partner, Carthage Capital Group 
Laurene Hamilton, Keep DeKalb Beautiful 
Akilah S. Richards, Author/Writer 
Andrew Schock, The Conservation Fund 

For more information on GYF programs, visit our website:  
www.gyfoundation.org 

Thank you for helping 
Greening Youth Foundation 
connect youth and young 
adults to nature and careers in 
conservation!
     
Gift Information: 
  
Every gift you make will help GYF provide 
access to another student through its innovative 
environmental education programming.  You can 
be confident your gift will be used where it is 
needed most, but if you prefer, you can direct 
your gift in the following ways:

* Sponsor a school’s environmental 
programming for the whole year: $4,435
* Support specific elements of our school-
based program:

!" Books: $240
!" Plants/soil/trees: $250
!" Supplies: $350
!" Printing/manuals: $450
!" T-Shirts: $120
!" Equipment for Recycling: $100
!" Compost Tumbler: $350
!" Gardening equipment: $150

* Earth Day Fun Festival: $50
* Green Leaves Volunteer Village, Haiti: $50
* GYF’s general operational expenses 
 

 
 
Your contribution is 100% tax deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law. 
  
If you have any questions, contact us at:   
Donorgiving@gyfoundation.org  or 404.254.4827 
  
If you prefer to mail your donation, please 
send it to:  Greening Youth Foundation, 
PO Box 5497, Atlanta, GA 31107

pretzels, cotton candy, pizza and barbeque—14 
vendors (including REI, Kroger, Nike, and even 
the Boy Scouts) will carry out the fun festival’s 
mission to properly dispose of hundreds of  
pounds of recyclables and educate the students 
on effective ways to reduce, reuse and recycle.

If  the success of  last year’s event is any 
indication, GYF’s Earth Day Fun Festival will 

make quite a difference for the environment. In 
its inaugural year, the GYF festival collected: 
more than three tons of  large electronic 
recyclables like computers, printers, scanners, 
fax machines, stereos and speakers; about 200 
pieces of  portable electronics, including cell 
phones, cameras, PDAs and computer games; 
about 400 pairs of  sneakers; about 100 cubic 

feet of  grocery bags; 400 cubic feet of  paper and 
cardboard; more than 100 batteries, fluorescent 
bulbs, and even a car! That means hundreds of  
pounds of  recyclables that could have found 
their way into the trash were repurposed by 
environmentally-friendly organizations. This 
year, some of  the sneakers will even be sent to 
Haiti. 

community service obligations for their 
schools and civic groups. GYF students also 
have access to internships that may lead to 
careers in conservation. 

Greening Youth Foundation can’t do this 
work alone. We need your help!

In the event you are wondering how YOU 
can help, you can sponsor a school for GYF’s 
comprehensive environmental education 
program, supplies for a C.L.E.A.N program, 
T-shirts for an Eco-Force club, equipment 

for a School Recycling Program, equipment 
for an edible garden, cost for purchase of a 
composting tumbler, or simply contribute to 
GYF’s operational expenses. No contribution 
is too small!  

Look to the right for easy instructions on 
how to lend a hand.

Cheers!

Angelou Ezeilo CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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